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Using dynamic lines and digital layering, the cover art by Kristen Price encourages its viewers to celebrate autumn
like a child jumping into a deep pile of freshly raked leaves. By using the primary colors–red, blue, and yellow–the
viewer is reminded of a time of the simplicity, where expression and play were abundant. Inspired by visual artist
Keith Haring with his use of color and gestural figures, the saturated colors in her piece are used to capture the
inspiring vibrance of fall. While in the botanical world the color brown is associated with withering and death,
Kristen ironically uses brown for the animated human figures that paint the landscape around them, suggesting
excitement for autumn’s arrival that breaks the heat of summer and ushers in colorful movement.

Editor’s Note
Fall is here! Can you believe this is already the last edition
of 2015? To celebrate, we jammed packed it with inspiring
content that is really worth absorbing.
In this edition Hanna Miller takes you on a journey through the
story of her project Mississippi Heard, and Zach Jones reports on
the experiences of our alumni who have served in the military
from a veteran perspective. If you missed the Ole Brook
Festival this year, Brianna’s account of the event will fill you in
on the fun and success that MSAAA had with our booth. After
recently becoming an official nonprofit organization, we hope
you stick around with The Phoenix Quarterly, as we continue to
bring more exciting information to you. Remember, if you are
an alumni who would like to contribute or be in the next edition
of our newsletter please don’t hesitate to contact us. We would
love to hear your stories and share your work.
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IT’S OFFICIAL!

MSAAA ACQUIRES
NONPROFIT STATUS
The Mississippi School of the Arts Alumni Association is very excited to announce
that we are now an official non-profit organization! Our mission as an association
is to connect with one another, but we have another vocation–to give back to
the Mississippi School of the Arts (MSA) through the alumni-sponsored Rising
Phoenix scholarship. As graduates of MSA, it is our duty to extend a helping hand
to future graduates by providing them with the support these students need to
be successful. This scholarship is only possible through the generous donations
of alumni and MSA supporters like you. Our new non-profit status means that
all contributions made to MSAAA are now tax-deductible. We thank you for your
patience and continued support as we endeavor to grow as an association and a
community of alumni.

OLE BROOK FEST ‘15 RECAP
It was a cold, windy, and overcast morning,
but several MSA alumni turned out to
support our association booth at Ole Brook
this year. Kristen Price, treasurer, was
there bright and early with much needed
extra tables, table clothes, and adorable
stuffed elephants. Brianna Moore-Christa,
vice-president, was joined at the booth by
Clinton Davis, secretary. Local business
Fonseca Honey teamed up with MSAAA to
share information about the association and
encouraged patrons to make extra donations
with honey purchases. Throughout the day
a few alumni dropped by, most unaware
that there was an alumni association at all!
This was a great opportunity to share information about the newsletter and encourage membership. Another very positive
result of our presence was the opportunity to meet many current MSA students, hear about their future dreams, and share
with them the successes of their predecessors. Since so many MSA alumni consider their time at MSA as some of the
best years of their lives, it’s endearing to meet so many youth who are living the MSA experience right now. The fundraiser
was profitable as well. Vendors were offered the opportunity to purchase a “share” of the booth for $15.00, which would
only be collected if their items sold. All vendors made a profit on their sales, the highest profit for a MSAAA vendor
being over $300.00. The association collected $140.00 in sales and donations, 100% of which will be used to fund the
Rising Phoenix Scholarship.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

HANNA MILLER
by Lauren Leslie

B

eing a literary student at MSA was a very internal yet social
experience for Hanna Miller and one that inspired her
love of storytelling through journalism even after graduating
from MSA in 2009. “MSA has influenced who I am today in
thoughts and feelings,” Hanna said, expressing that the school
was the first place where she really experienced how diverse
people can be—so diverse that the near non-existent pressure
to blend in was a relief that allowed her to focus more on
herself and her studies. “I felt like I wasn’t weird any more,”
Hanna chuckled. “I got to be how I felt rather than how I
looked.” During our discussion, I humorously recalled having
a very diverse wardrobe throughout my different phases of
self-expression at MSA. She responded by encouraging future
students to take their time at MSA as an opportunity to explore
and be expressive, “Try on every outfit and every hat because
it will only make you sure about where you stand, and it will
never hurt you.” For Hanna, MSA was where she spent time
absorbing, reflecting, and expressing her own stories and
experiences through her writing, igniting her curiosity about
sharing the stories of others.
It was in that same endearing way in which Hanna spoke of
Russia during her studies abroad at Bard-Smolny Program,
Russia’s only liberal arts university, in the fall semester of 2011.
After observing the interactions between Russian people and
inquiring with several of them about their views of Russia
and the USA, she realized that the people of Russia were a

multifaceted population, full of diverse beliefs, perspectives,
religions, and appearances—a unique resemblance to her
experience at MSA and similarity to Americans.
What started as an idea on a long train ride across Russia
blossomed into a cross-cultural journalism experience when
Hanna reviewed all the interviews, photographs, and journal
entries she had collected in Russia, and decided that her

“ANY TIME YOU LOOK
AT SOMETHING FROM
THE OUTSIDE, It makes you
look Back INWARD.”
own American homeland of Mississippi could be heard and
explored in the same way. It was with that sense of adventure
that she was inspired to have that kind of experience with the
people of Mississippi.
After graduating in 2013 with degrees in Russian and American
Studies at Sewanee: The University of the South in Sewanee,
TN, Hanna took initiative to kick start her journalism career

by embarking on a new journey in a project she created known
as Mississippi Heard, in which she would hike from northern to
southern Mississippi. Interested in recording and sharing stories
from Mississippi residents, she threw on her backpack and began
her hike on October 12, 2014 with her Russian friend, Katya
Korableva. The two girls had met through their studies at BardSmolny Program and Sewanne, where Katya was influenced to
take the journey with Hanna after also seeing similarities between
Russia and Mississippi. Throughout the hike they stayed with
local residents
or
camped
outside
and
were later joined
by
colleagues
Ashley Schneider
of Brooklyn, NY
and Mac Watson
of Los Angeles,
CA.
Hiking anywhere for a long period of time presents natural
challenges in regards to the priority of survival. “Being
responsible for Katya and making sure she was taken care of,
being a visitor from Russia, was really important. The challenge
was keeping up with social media.” Hanna found that updating
her journey on social media sometimes took a back seat to
coordinating where and when they would sleep to eat.

After returning home on November 25, she reviewed her
journey and extensive research, she noticed that while Russia
and America differ in terms of government and culture, both
societies are skilled at sweeping uncomfortable, oppressive
history under the rug. Her research showed her how each society
finds a sense of security or comfort from these issues in their
own ways—whether it’s through a dreary numbness or through
a reliance on stereotypes—in order to deal with the present
imprints left by the tracks of the darkest parts of their histories.
Hanna expressed that this fear of acknowledgment is part of

what holds both America and Russia back from progress, as
even the unresolved remnants of history still have an affect
on the present. She explained that Russians and Americans
could learn a lot from each other if they could embrace
each other’s differences and search for common experiences
and qualities.
One of Hanna’s favorite aspects about Mississippi Heard was
being able to explore what medium is most effective at telling a
story upon collecting documentation in a wide range of forms
such as podcasts, journal entries, photographs, recordings,
and footage, and a few podcasts. Since the journey, six of her
journal entries along with photographs from Katya and Steven
Barton have been published in the first culture catalogue of
Mississippi Modern, a non-profit southern art collective created
by MSA alumnus Greg Gandy. With a diverse collection of
research at her disposal,
Hanna continues to plan
out the organization of
the project. Though she
would like to continue
her podcast series,
the prospect of future
podcasts is contingent
upon funding. For now
her focus is on pursuing
her Master’s Degree in
Journalism from UC
Berkeley and specializing
in documentary and
web production.
Overall, Mississippi Heard is an out-of-the-box project that
proves with humility and curiosity towards the human race
as a diverse collection of individuals, we can break down the
barriers of fear and ignorance with acceptance. As Hanna
displayed, tapping into our need for exploration allows us to
experience other worlds and realities that can help us progress
in our own—whether on an individual or national level.
“Any time you look at something from the outside, it makes
you look back inward,” she said. Her journey encourages us
to be open-minded toward the world and challenges us to
be present with even the painful parts of our history, to look
past stereotypes, and to find the truth about ourselves and
one another.
Photographs courtesy of Hanna Miller
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ALUMNI WORK

MICHAEL ROY

by Lauren Leslie

Michael Roy (Birdcap) is an American street artist. He graduated from the Mississippi School of Arts in 2005,
and attended Memphis College of Art in 2009. After graduating college, he moved to South Korea for four years
and worked multiple jobs, including art professor, until eventually landing a job as an illustrator for the Seoul
based publication Groove. Michael returned to America in 2014 and has since painted murals in over 10 major
cities, although he still considers Memphis his base of operations, where he has permanent works in multiple
museums. Michael gives credit to Mississippi School of the Arts for his success.
Follow his work on instagram @birdcap

|

Check out his website www.birdcap.net

(Above Left) Detroit 2015 (Above Right) Memphis 2015 (Below) Detroit 2015

ALUMNI ACCOUNTS

WARRIORS
AMONG US
by Zach Jones

W

hen two U.S. military veterans meet, something really
awesome happens. It doesn’t matter how long they
were in the service, or what branch they were in. It doesn’t
matter if they went to combat or not. After serving in the
military myself, when I meet another veteran, it’s like meeting
a cousin I never knew I had.

He had planned to go into basic training with a friend of
his, Patrick Blair, another 2006 graduate from MSA’s theater
discipline (who ended up serving in the Air Force for six
years). They had wanted to go to the same base together. In the
military this is commonly referred to as “the buddy program.”
It’s sort of like an urban legend mixed with an inside joke.
Sometimes recruiters will say that you and your “buddy” will
be together for your entire careers. This is really not the case,
but to a vet it’s hilarious to look back and remember believing
that sort of fib. When I asked him if that worked out for him he
laughed and confirmed that it was definitely a myth.

I’m sure my fellow alumni will agree that life at MSA wasn’t
exactly easy or normal compared to other schools. We went
to school longer, we studied harder, and there was always
mountains of homework to do. To everyone on the “outside”
it’s just a school, but it’s more than that; it’s an experience
you share with everyone who has gone through it before and
after graduation.

The conversation continued for a while, talking about places
we had been and the jobs that we had done. Having been a
fiercely independent high school student with hair down to
his shoulders, Jesse humorously stated that he never imagined
himself in the military when he was attending MSA. However,
he insightfully expressed how MSA had prepared him for
the military, “The diversity that you get at MSA is a lot like
the diversity you experience in military. At MSA everyone
is artistic, but they are from so many different walks of life.
You don’t get that everywhere in Mississippi, so it definitely
prepared me to work together with many different kinds
of people.”

MSA refines all of its students with extensive studies of the
arts, and it’s not surprising that some alumni have continued
on to become fine warriors in the U.S. military. Our admirable
alumni who have gone on to serve in the military illustrate that
MSA is just one more example of freedom worth fighting for.

Jesse served seven years on active duty and is now part of the
reserve component. He’s proud to say that he’s back in college
and that the Air Force set him up for success. “It’s a beautiful
thing to have a second chance, and that’s what the Air Force
has given me.”

Among several alumni who have served in the military, Jesse
DiGiacomo graduated back in 2006 from the theater discipline
at MSA. Like most of us at the school, he had dreams of
becoming a famous actor. He loved acting, but he realized that
he was multitalented. When it came time to start college, he
was conflicted between either attending for a physics degree
or continuing as a theatre major. Hearing about his obstacle of
indecision was interesting to me after having a similar situation
coming out of high school.

Jesse proceeded to graciously offer strong words of
encouragement to current MSA students, “…it’s a rough world
[but] never give up your dream, never sacrifice your heart, and
don’t ever think that you can’t do something because you’re
young. You never know what you’re capable of until you do
put yourself out there.” He laughed, calling it cliché. “But it’s
the truth.” It is true though. Many prospective MSA graduates
and alumni alike might not become the next big name actors;
however, the one sure way to success is to stand up one more
time than you fall down, and MSA has trained its graduates
to have that kind of determination and strength it takes to
endure challenges and lead honorable lives.

“It’s hard at that age, you’re still figuring out what you’re good
at, and there seem to be so many options,” Jesse stated. He
didn’t seem bitter; instead, he was accepting of the common
situation many overwhelmed high school graduates encounter.

9

MSA EVENTS
October 5–November 6
Permanent Collection Exhibit
After a visit to the Mississippi Museum of Art, the
Junior Visual Art Studio will curate an exhibit from the
Mississippi School of the Arts Permanent Collection.

November 1-27
Walters Library Exhibit
Reception: December 10
5:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Gallery Hours:
Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday: By Appointment Only

Library Hours:
Monday & Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

November 16-December 17
Fall Departmental II
The Visual Art Department students have the
opportunity to visit New Orleans this Fall. After a
weekend of creating art in New Orleans, visiting
museums and galleries, and discussing current art
trends with curators and artists, the students will
create a showcase highlighting the sights and sounds
of New Orleans. The Fall Departmental II showcases
the2015–2016 Mississippi School of the Arts Visual
Arts Students.

December 1-31
Winter Departmental (Library)
The Visual Arts Department of the Mississippi School
of the Arts cordially invites the community to the
Winter Departmental Showcase located in Lincoln
County Public Library Gallery. This exhibit highlights
the 2015-2016 Visual Art Students.

Gallery Hours:
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday: By Appointment Only

Library Hours:
Monday & Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Reception: December 8
5:30 p.m.– 7:30 p.m.
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Any Mississippi School of the Arts Visual
Arts Department alumnus may submit
artwork for the Alumni Invitational.
Artwork made in the last four years is
eligible for this exhibition. Artwork can
not have been created for a Mississippi
School of the Arts class or displayed at
any previous MSA Exhibition.
This exhibition is open to all media,
including installation.
Art submissions will be juried by a panel
of distinguished artists. After the panel
has chosen the images, we will
announce the list by email and mail.
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Without your input and contributions, the fourth edition of our MSAAA
newsletter would not have been possible. The Phoenix Quarterly is made by
the alumni for the alumni. If you would like to contribute to future editions or
have suggestions please reach out to our newsletter committee by emailing
us at msartsalumni@gmail.com.
Thanks for reading and be sure to share!
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