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EDITOR’S NOTE
EDITOR’S NOTE

After the success of the first edition of our very own MSAAA
After the success
of the Quarterly
first editionweofare
ourmoving
very own
MSAAA
newsletter
The Phoenix
forward
newsletter
The
Phoenix
Quarterly
weopportunities
are moving forward
to
bring you
more
exciting
news and
with this
to
bring
you
more
exciting
news
and
opportunities
with this
second edition.
second edition.
In this unique edition you will be amazed at how our alumni
In this unique edition you will be amazed at how our alumni
are
are tapping
tapping into
into the
the flame
flame within
within to
to do
do some
some amazing
amazing work.
work.
There
are
also
several
MSA
events
coming
up
and
tons
There are also several MSA events coming up and tons of
of
things
things happing
happing within
within MSAAA
MSAAA that
that you
you will
will definitely
definitely want
want
to know about such as the first ever 10 year reunion, our
very own Rising Phoenix Scholarship, 2015 MSAAA officer
elections, and more!
Art is
is your
your life’s
life’s work
work whether
whether it
it is
is using
using your
your voice
voice to
to create
create
Art
an album as an artist or using your voice to create a change as
an album as an artist or using your voice to create a change as
an activist. Therefore, I encourage alumni to keep using their
an
activist.
Therefore,
encourage
to keep
using by
their
creative
power
to pushIthe
world inalumni
a positive
direction
creative
power
push
thelistening
world intoawhat
positive
direction by
doing what
youtolove
and
is important
doing
to you.what you love and listening to what is important
to you.
We really appreciate your continued support!
We really appreciate your continued support!

2ND EDITION
EDITORIAL STAFF
Hallie Waldrep (President)
Lauren Leslie (Editorial Producer)
Kristen Price (Visual Representitive)

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
Shelby Hamilton
Lauren Leslie

COPY EDITORS
Brianna Moore
Daniel Moran
Lauren Leslie
Leslie on
on behalf
behalf of
of the
the editorial
editorial staff
staff
Lauren

WRITERS
Erin Lowery
Kristen Mercedes’ Perry

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Do you want to be a contributer? Please send your submission
Do you want to be a contributer? Please send your
to msartsalumni@gmail.com for approval.
submission to msartsalumni@gmail.com for approval.

Elijah Stone
Amy Lillian Cordor
Zach Jones
Kelli Perrin Ferris
Ashlyn Brooke Ervin
Claire Campbell

2

3

JJustin Lofton is a 2010 graduate of the MSA vocal discipline. Though he briefly

left his studies at the University of Southern Mississippi (USM) in Hattiesburg to
join the Army National Guard in Spring 2011, he is now continuing his pursuit of
a bachelor’s degree in public health as a sophomore at Southwest Mississippi
Community College, where he is also president of the Student Government
Association.
At 22 years old, Justin founded LGBT Mississippi, an organization created to bring
awareness of sexual health among Mississippi’s LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgender) community. As a National Ambassador for Greater Than AIDS,
Justin works diligently to spread awareness and provide elucidated education
about HIV in hopes of eradicating it through the recently launched #SpeakOut
campaign. He was recently one of 200 student government presidents from all
over the country selected to attend the AIPAC Policy Conference in Washington,
D.C. and was also one of 60 black gay men to have been selected to attend the
2015 YBGLI Policy and Advocacy Summit in Baltimore, MA. Justin has also done
HIV prevention work in many capacities including Campus Pride, National Youth
Pride Services, Mississippi Department of Health, AIDS Coalition of Hattiesburg ,
and just launched the Mississippi Peer Action Committee (MPAC), which is the
first youth-led committee that works to combat HIV/AIDS in Mississippi through
leadership, education,
education and prevention.
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to help
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successful campaign to shine light on the state’s upcoming proclamation that will
recognize April 10th as National Youth HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. Recently, he was asked by Kenneth Cole and RYOT (a media company known for
its news source website that connects each story to a related, cause-based action) to participate in their LGBT campaign “NOW Is The Time,” which
launches this summer.
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And that’s exactly what I did. I had no help or connections, but I did
that’s exactly what I did. I had no help or connections, but I did

market myself and gained as much knowledge about the field
from local organizations. After doing so I began to partner up with
organizations to host prevention and educational workshops. Some
were successful, though many were unsuccessful, but I didn’t allow
that to deter me.

I think it’s really bold of you to start LGBT Mississippi
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Honestly, I don’t know if they could be called
political challenges, may moral and ethic
challenges. When I do inclusive HIV work in
oftenget
get
both the hetero and homo communities
community I Ioften
pushback because of religious views. People won’t
work with me because I’m gay and I founded an
organization targeting issues in the LGBT community, or
they give pushback simply because Mississippians are
having a hard time talking about sex; and yet we have a
great deal of statistics that place Mississippi at the
height of every known STD and STI.

Does the #SpeakOut campaign
specifically focus on the LGBT community?

especially those who identify as MSM. According to the CDC,
African American men between the ages of 15-29 accounted for 29%
of all cases reported in 2010 and African American MSM between
the ages of 15-29 represented 23% of all cases reported in 2010.
The CDC also reported that in
In November 2007, the MSDH reported
to the CDC an increase in the number of young Black MSM who
were diagnosed with HIV infection at a sexually transmitted disease
(STD) clinic in Jackson, MS. MSDH and CDC conducted a survey
of 29 young black MSM in Hinds, Madison, and Rankin Counties
who were diagnosed with HIV infection from
January 2006–April 2008 to characterize risk
behavior and HIV testing behavior. The
findings were summarized in the February
2009 issue of the Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report (MMWR) No. 21. So there
is a desperate need for that type of work here
in Mississippi.

Well, #SpeakOutHIV was created by Greater
Than AIDS and its partners. I became a part of
this specific campaign when the director of the
AIDS Coalition from Hattiesburg sent me an email
and recommended that I apply. I contemplated for a
while but eventually gave
in, and boy I do not regret it. #SpeakOut
originally consisted of bringing 25 young
Justin has been
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all people regardless of their skin color or
over the country.
sexual preference.
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Why do you think spreading awareness of HIV/AIDS is
important in Mississippi specifically?
It is extremely important for a campaign like #SpeakOut and LGBT
Mississippi to do effective work in the state of Mississippi. We rank
high in nearly every STD/STI across the board. Mississippi’s LGBT
community has been hit hard by the epidemic, especially in the
African American men who sleep with men (MSM) community. In
Mississippi, young African American men between the ages of 1529 account for a disproportionate number of recent HIV infections,

Currently, I’m discussing funding with
some potential partners to do a #SpeakOut
training here in Mississippi or a Tristate
workshop in Alabama, Mississippi, and
Louisiana. Hopefully we can find a
common ground and make something
happen. Other than that we encourage
everyone to participate in the campaign by
visiting www.greaterthan.org/speak-out/ and
by submitting a two-minute video sharing why
they choose to speak out. Recently, #SpeakOut
was ranked the number one social media campaign by HealthLine.

How has being a student at MSA influenced what you are
doing today?
Being a student at MSA definitely made me aware that music was
not my passion. It allowed me to dig in and figure out what I really
wanted to do with my life. I definitely think that it played a huge
role in my bravery.

IT STARTS WITH
A CONVERSATION
Connect with Justin
@jst_thtguy

@thejustinlofton
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6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
7 p.m. – 10 p.m.

8 a.m. – 9 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Front of SLC

12:15 p.m.
5 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
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ince our founding, MSAAA has diligently worked
towards becoming financially stable enough to
offer a full scholarship to an incoming junior at MSA.
We are excited to announce that we have reached our
goal. 2015 will be the first year that MSAAA offers
the Rising Phoenix Scholarship.
Open to all incoming MSA Juniors of 2015, the
scholarship is meant to fully provide for an elected
candidate’s 2015-2016 school year, at a value of
$1000. It is through MSAAA member contributions
and fundraisers that we hope to continue funding
the Rising Phoenix Scholarship for future students
of MSA. “This year’s scholarship is based almost
completely on income we’ve been able to acquire
from fundraisers I’ve organized in past years and two
very generous donations from alumni,” says MSAAA
President, Hallie Waldrep.
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The applicant must meet a criterion consisting of
a directed essay and personal statement, two to
three letters of recommendation, and a 2.8 GPA at
entrance. A 3.0 GPA in their chosen discipline must
be maintained throughout the year. The scholarship
qualifications are centered on leadership and
community involvement rather than solely talent
or academia. Though the scholarship will only be
offered to incoming juniors, it is our hope that soon
an additional scholarship will be extended to seniors
at MSA as well.
Voting will take place among the official MSAAA
members over a period of 72 hours, and will be
announced at least two weeks in advance. If you
would like the ability to vote for a prospective
candidate, please pay your dues here to become an
official member.

If you would like to donate to the scholarship fund,
please make your donation via Paypal to msartsalumni@gmail.com.

Fellow alumni,
As we move closer to the end of our administrative year, and look forward to the next one, I urge you to
consider carefully who you want to represent MSAAA. We have moved away from a floor nomination
format in order to increase thoughtfulness and due consideration when accepting a position, rather
than agreeing through spur of the moment or peer pressure.
Several of you may be considering running or a position. It’s not too late! Due to low response, we
will leave applications open until May 1st. Those position not filled may be appointed as needed
by the President during our net administrative year. Please bear in mind though, less officers
means a double or triple workload for those elected. It is easier on everyone to have all positions
filled. I hope you will consider submitting an application and contributing to our organization.
Sincerely,
Hallie Waldrep
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THE PHOENIX QUARTERLY

COVER ART CONTEST
Want to see your art on the cover of our MSAAA newsletter The Phoenix Quarterly? We are looking for our talented
alumni to design the cover art for our next two editions. As our MSAAA family continues to grow, we are looking for ways
that visually express the idea of “growth” using any type of media or interpretation. This is a great opportunity to add to your
portfolio and resume as well as the chance to win other prizes. Please read the guidelines below before entering.

Contest Rules

Theme

Only MSA alumni may enter

“Growth.” When you think about the idea of “growth”

Deadline is 10 p.m. CT July 3, 2015

what comes to your mind and how do you visually interpret
that concept? Growth could be internal or external, a
process or a result, a relation to direction or a relation to
time, a matter of stretching or multiplying.

Art must reflect competition theme
Must submit a brief 150-200 word bio and art
description per entry to be featured in the “About the
Cover Art” section.

Submission Guidelines
Unlimited submissions
All media is accepted
File format must be submitted in .tiff, .pdf, .jpg
Artwork must be high resolution (300 dpi)
Artwork doesn’t have to be in RGB mode, but because of the newsletter’s
electronic format, your art will look better in this mode rather than CMYK.
Artwork must be 8.5” x 11” (Keep in mind there will be text on the right
side and our logo on the upper left
hand corner.)
Must submit a brief 150-200 word bio and art description per entry to be
featured in the “About the Cover Art” section
Email submissions to msartsalumni@gmail.com with the subject of
“Contest.”

Judging
Voting will take place among The
Phoenix Quarterly committee
members within the week after
the submission deadline. Judging
criteria is based on the following:
craft and approach, unique
interpretation, following submission
guidelines.

Winners and Prizes
All entries will be featured as thumbnails in the third edition of The Phoenix Quarterly. Winners will be announced by July 10. There
will be three winners: 1st place, 2nd place, and 3rd place. Prizes are listed below:

1st place: Cover art will be featured on the third edition of The Phoenix Quarterly. A year of free advertisement of your
store, products, or services on the MSAAA website. A $10 credit to put towards any purchase of MSAAA merchandise.

2nd place: Cover art will be featured on the fourth edition of The Phoenix Quarterly. Six months of free advertisement
of your store, products, or services on the MSAAA website.

3rd place: Six months of free advertisement of your store, products, or services on the MSAAA website.
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ALUMNI WORK
JESSICA SPRENKLE
MILLICENT KENNEDY
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ALUMNI WORK

JESSICA SPRENKLE
Jessica Sprenkle loves to create different worlds through film production,
usually through her role as the Director of Photography in her student films.
Wearing many hats as the Director of Photography, she communicates with
the director and has jurisdiction over special and practical effects, lighting,
camera angles, and movements. “It’s a job that’s one part technical, one part
artistic, and one part management,” Jessica said.
With the nature of her films being indie or no-budget, horror movies are typically
easy to create by utilizing intriguing symbolism, lighting effects, and effective
art direction. Being fascinated by the dark side of humanity, it’s no surprise she
gravitates towards the horror genre with fantasy as her initial genre of interest.
Of the things Jessica has shot, some have been dark, although her favorites
thus far were the comedies Tues Sunrise and Saving Heroes. You can find her
cinematography reel here. For more of Jessica’s work, please visit her website.

Top right: Jessica Sprenkle behind the set “My Twin and Me.” Bottom left: Still from “My Twin or Me.” Bottom right: Still from “A Vacation Trip to a
Treacherous Hotel.” Bottom: Still from “Tues Morning.”

ALUMNI WORK

MILLICENT KENNEDY
http://www.millicentkennedy.com

“Like a stitching thread sewing down time, life is built on the subtle variations,” Millicent
says in her artist statement. Millicent’s artwork focuses on efforts to document the fleeing,
but telling, details that often get lost. She works primarily with embroidery, printmaking,
and drawing, creating series of small works as well as installations. Her practice
fluctuates between traditional two-dimensional work and more sculptural installation
oriented projects.

Above: “Fortress”
Folded books

Having just finished her Bachelor
of Art at Northeastern Illinois
University, she will be beginning an
MFA program at Northern Illinois
University this fall. She has had solo
exhibitions in Northeastern’s 217
gallery and in ShowPOD’s at Pilsen’s
Art District as well as group shows
in Chicago and New York. She has
been awarded with Scholarships
from both Northeastern Illinois
University and The School of the
Art Institute of Chicago. She has
also worked as a teaching artist at
Printer’s Ball, and a gallery assistant
at Northeastern’s Fine Arts Center
Gallery and The Roger Brown
Study Collection.

Below: “In the Image of Forgetting” in collaboration with Rachelle Hill.
Screen print on mylar, suspended in front of drawings on mylar, lights.
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“Tubers”
Woodcut with embroidery

“Naked Ladies”
Woodcut with embroidery

“Grounded”
Woodcut with embroidery

Without your input and contributions, the second edition of our MSAAA
newsletter would not have been possible. The Phoenix Quarterly is made
by the alumni for the alumni. If you would like to contribute or have
suggestions please reach out to our newsletter committee by emailing us at
msartsalumni@gmail.com.
Thanks for reading and be sure to share!

